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hard work by 1,000 Oregonians who
found common ground on the critical
issues facing our State’s icon, Mount
Hood.

Mr. Speaker, I want to especially
thank my colleague and subcommittee
chair, Mr. WALDEN, for working with
me for more than 3 years on this legis-
lation, and for his idea that we actu-
ally hike around the mountain. It was
a fitting capstone to a really extraor-
dinary opportunity to work together,
to strengthen a friendship, and be able
to focus on something that is so impor-
tant to our State.

Together, we enlisted extensive in-
volvement of citizen groups, environ-
mental organizations, recreational ad-
vocates, public agencies, tribal rep-
resentatives, and local governments to
create a bill that establishes a long-
term sustainable vision for the moun-
tain and addresses the immediate chal-
lenges of wilderness protection, recre-
ation, transportation, forest health,
water quality, development, and Native
American rights.

It seems so simple today, as we come
forward, not just with the Mount Hood
wilderness bill, but with a comprehen-
sive vision for the future of Mount
Hood. The plan makes sense. The
pieces fit together in logical ways. But
it seems so simple only because 1,000
people, public servants, academics, ex-
pert stakeholders, volunteers and peo-
ple who just plain care about the
mountain were willing to roll up their
sleeves and invest 3 years to work with
my partner, GREG WALDEN, and me, to
make this happen.

I must also acknowledge three other
critical people, who were invested in
this, in this body and soul, Colby Mar-
shall, on Congressman WALDEN’s staff,
Janine Benner and Hillary Barbour on
mine. They were a team in Wash-
ington, D.C., they were a team in Or-
egon, and they were a key part, lit-
erally, in joining us around the moun-
tain. We would not be here today with-
out their efforts.

We began drafting with a document
that contained core principles and con-
cepts. The ideas were developed
through the elaborate public process
that my colleague, Congressman WAL-
DEN, just outlined, and that great 41-
mile hike around the mountain.

It was through these meetings with
interested parties, thousands of public
comments, that we further refined the
principles and then translated them
into the legislation, which was intro-
duced this spring. Following the Forest
Subcommittee hearing in April, we
continued working with stakeholders,
the Forest Service, our colleagues from
both parties, staff people, to refine the
language and clarify the intent.

Mr. Speaker, it has been a long hard
effort, but it has been worth it, because
the stakes for Mount Hood and the Pa-
cific northwest have never been higher.
It is not just an icon for both our home
towns of Hood River and Portland, it is
the single most important recreational
resource in Oregon. A million people
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depend upon the integrity of the moun-
tain for their drinking water. And it is
a place of retreat for tens of thousands
of people every year.

There are hundreds of people who call
the mountain their home, and we have
historic treaty and moral obligations
to Native Americans for whom the
mountain has special spiritual and
practical significance.

By solemn treaty rights, they are
owed their due for gathering first
foods, hunting, fishing and for spiritual
observances.

This bill deals with the important
elements that will profoundly affect
Oregonians for generations to come.
First and foremost, over 77,000 acres of
pristine wilderness will be protected, a
40 percent increase in wilderness inven-
tory.

Over 25 miles of river will be pro-
tected as ‘“‘wild and scenic.” This bill
will protect the pristine quality of
these areas that people hold so dear.

It is not by any stretch of the imagi-
nation the last word on wilderness, but
it does break down the log jam that
has prevented wilderness from moving
forward for over 20 years.

We have dealt with the very com-
plicated and challenging issue of recre-
ation. Our legislation will ensure that
people who love to snowshoe, ski,
mountain bike, snowmobile and hike
will have access, but we are also mak-
ing sure that we will all not collec-
tively be loving the mountain to death.

We have laid the groundwork to ad-
dress the mountain’s transportation
challenges in a way that will both en-
sure the safety of the mountain’s visi-
tors and residents, while at the same
time moving more people but in fewer
cars to and from key recreation des-
tinations.

Even the 3,449 miles of forest roads
that are currently in uneven states of
repair and without adequate resource
provide the basis for a potential unpar-
alleled system of bicycle facilities. We
will help the Forest Service work with
local communities to address forest
health and water shed issues. We will
enhance the ability of Native Ameri-
cans to gather first foods and exercise
their treaty rights.

We address long simmering disputes
about where development on the moun-
tain should take place. For example,
the Cooper Spur land exchange settles
a 30-year dispute on the north side of
the mountain, and is widely supported
by conservation groups, citizens, and
the ski industry and county govern-
ment.

Its implementation keeps develop-
ment on the south side of the mountain
where infrastructure already exists,
while protecting the pristine north side
in perpetuity. With this legislation, we
honor the historic mediated settlement
between the parties and we now appear
to be within reach of a long-term solu-
tion that is in everyone’s best interest.

Today, Mr. Speaker, is one of the
most important days in the modern
history of Mount Hood. We have proven
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that the many people who care can put
the pieces together in a finely-balanced
fashion that produces a blueprint for
the next century, while enhancing cur-
rent uses and being true to the moun-
tain legacy we all hold so dear.

This is the most progress we have
seen in either the House or the Senate
in over 20 years. I am hopeful that our
friends in the other body will seize the
day. If they choose to act this week,
the President can sign this bill into
law before Labor Day, assuring the sin-
gle most important step in crafting and
implementing the legacy of Mount
Hood for the next century.

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I wish
to thank Mr. WALDEN and Mr.
BLUMENAUER from Oregon for their
support of this legislation. We support
this legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Mr. Speak-
er, in conclusion, I want to thank my
colleague from Oregon especially, Con-
gressman BLUMENAUER. We have had a
great partnership over 3 years working
on this legislation to bring it to this
point, building it from the ground up.
And we could not have done it without
the very talented staff that he ref-
erenced in his remarks, Colby Mar-
shall, Janine Benner and Hillary
Barbour. They have just been terrific
troopers, helping us every way, and
went on the backpack trip with us, but
let the record show clearly, we each
carried our own packs along the trail.
And my wife and son also accompanied
us on that backpack trip.

It was a great way to learn about the
mountain and see it firsthand. It is
truly a remarkable place and great
piece of America. I hope others will
come and enjoy it as we have.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time and ask for your support
for this very important and progressive
legislation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Oregon (Mr. WAL-
DEN) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, H.R. 5025, as amend-
ed.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill,
as amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

HOLDING CERTAIN LANDS 1IN
TRUST FOR THE UTU UTU
GWAITU PAIUTE TRIBE

Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and
pass the bill (H.R. 854) to provide for
certain lands to be held in trust for the
Utu Utu Gwaitu Paiute Tribe, as
amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 854

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
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SECTION 1. LANDS TO BE HELD IN TRUST.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to wvalid existing
rights, all right, title, and interest of the United
States in and to the lands, including improve-
ments and appurtenances, described in Ssub-
section (b) are hereby declared to be held in
trust by the United States for the benefit of the
Utu Utu Gwaitu Paiute Tribe, Benton Paiute
Reservation.

(b) LAND DESCRIPTION.—The lands to be held
in trust pursuant to subsection (a) are the ap-
proximately 240 acres described as follows:
Mount Diablo Base and Meridian, Township 2
South, Range 31 East Section 11: SE Y4 and E V2
of SW Va.

(c) GAMING RESTRICTION.—Lands taken into
trust pursuant to subsection (a) shall not be
considered to have been taken into trust for,
and shall not be eligible for, class II gaming or
class III gaming (as those terms are used in the
Indian Gaming Regulatory Act (25 U.S.C. 2701
et seq.)).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Or-
egon (Mr. WALDEN) and the gentle-
woman from Guam (Ms. BORDALLO)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Oregon.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all
Members may have 5 legislative days
to revise and extend their remarks and
include extraneous material on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Oregon?

There was no objection.

Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

H.R. 854 is a bill to provide for cer-
tain lands to be held in trust for the
Benton Paiute Reservation in Northern
California, home of Utu Utu Gwaitu In-
dian Tribe.

H.R. 854 would transfer 240 acres of
land from the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment and place that land into trust for
the benefit of the tribe. The 240 acres
are contiguous to the existing reserva-
tion and have been classified as suit-
able for disposal through the BLM land
use planning process.

This acreage is of vital importance to
the tribe in its quest for self-suffi-
ciency and to enhance its potential for
economic development. Additionally,
because of the tribe’s strong commit-
ment to a solid economic future based
on growth and hard work, the tribal
council passed a resolution to prohibit
gaming on the 240-acre parcel.

This resolution makes it clear that
the tribe will not carry out gaming ac-
tivities on the land proposed for trans-
fer. I commend the efforts of Congress-
man MCKEON of California, the sponsor
of H.R. 854, who has worked diligently
since the 104th Congress to see this leg-
islation enacted into law.

I look forward to the support of this
House on H.R. 854.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

(Ms. BORDALLO asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
her remarks.)
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Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, the
majority has adequately explained this
legislation, H.R. 854, and we have no
objections to it.

MR. McKEON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
strong support of H.R. 854 and urge my col-
leagues to join me in supporting its adoption.
| introduced H.R. 854 on February 16, 2005,
to transfer 240 acres of excess Bureau of
Land Management, BLM, lands into trust for
the Utu Utu Gwaitu Paiute Tribe of the Benton
Paiute Reservation, Tribe.

The Benton Paiute Reservation is located in
Mono County, approximately 40 miles north-
east of Bishop, CA, in one of the most remote
and isolated areas of my congressional dis-
trict. The 240 acres proposed for transfer
under H.R. 854 are immediately adjacent to
the existing 160-acre Benton Paiute reserva-
tion and have been classified by the BLM as
“suitable for disposal” for more than a decade.

In fact, legislation facilitating this transfer
goes as far back as the 104th Congress. We
have come a long way to get to this day and
I'd like to thank Chairman PoMBO for his help
in making it possible. | would also like to
praise the committee staff, particularly Tom
Brierton, Chris Fluhr and Jim Hall.

Mr. Speaker, the lands taken into trust
under H.R. 854 are of vital importance to the
Utu Utu Gwaitu Paiute Tribe in its quest for
self-sufficiency and to enhance its potential for
economic development. The land in question
will be put to good use, including the construc-
tion of much needed tribal housing units, a
health station, wellness center, fire station, po-
lice station and an industrial park for manufac-
turing businesses.

Additionally, because of the Utu Utu
Gwaitu’s strong commitment to a solid eco-
nomic future based on growth and hard work,
the tribe has passed a tribal government reso-
lution to prohibit gaming on the 240-acre par-
cel. This makes it clear that the tribe will not
carry out gaming activities on the lands pro-
posed for transfer. To reflect this, H.R. 854 in-
cludes a specific prohibition on gaming.

Because of this, | am pleased to say that
H.R. 854 has strong support in my district,
with backing from the Mono County govern-
ment and local community, as well as from nu-
merous California Indian tribal governments
and organizations.

Finally, | am pleased to be able to say that
no Federal funds will be necessary to accom-
plish the proposed land transfer in this legisla-
tion. In short, Mr. Speaker, this bill is an ex-
ample of that bird we see too rarely around
here these days: A “win-win” proposition.

In closing, Mr. Speaker, I'd like to commend
the efforts of all the members of the Utu Utu
Gwaitu Paiute Tribe, and in particular, I'd like
to praise Chairman Joseph Saulque.

Chairman Saulque has been an advocate
for Indian people for more than three decades
and is one of the most long-serving tribal lead-
ers in California. His outstanding work, particu-
larly in the fields of Indian health and edu-
cation, has made a tremendous difference in
improving the lives of generations of California
Indians.

It has been my pleasure to work with Chair-
man Saulque and the Utu Utu Gwaitu Paiute
Tribe over the last 4 years and | want to thank
them for their part in helping to make this bill
possible.

With that, Mr. Speaker, | urge my col-
leagues to support H.R. 854.
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Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield back the balance of my time
and urge passage of the legislation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Oregon (Mr. WAL-
DEN) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, H.R. 854, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill,
as amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———
O 1430

MUSCONETCONG WILD AND SCENIC
RIVERS ACT

Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and
pass the bill (H.R. 1307) to amend the
Wild and Scenic Rivers Act to des-
ignate portions of the Musconetcong
River in the State of New Jersey as a
component of the National Wild and
Scenic Rivers System, and for other
purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 1307

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the
““Musconetcong Wild and Scenic Rivers Act’.
SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) The Secretary of the Interior, in co-
operation and consultation with appropriate
Federal, State, regional, and local agencies,
is conducting a study of the eligibility and
suitability of the Musconetcong River in the
State of New Jersey for inclusion in the Wild
and Scenic Rivers System.

(2) The Musconetcong Wild and Scenic
River Study Task Force has prepared, with
assistance from the National Park Service, a
river management plan for the study area
entitled ‘‘Musconetcong River Management
Plan” and dated April 2003, which establishes
goals and actions that will ensure long-term
protection of the outstanding values of the
river and compatible management of land
and water resources associated with the
river.

(3) Thirteen municipalities and three coun-
ties along segments of the Musconetcong
River eligible for designation have passed
resolutions supporting the Musconetcong
River Management Plan, agreeing to take
action to implement the goals of the plan,
and endorsing designation of the river.

SEC. 3. DESIGNATION OF PORTIONS OF
MUSCONETCONG RIVER, NEW JER-
SEY, AS SCENIC AND RECREATIONAL
RIVERS.

(a) DESIGNATION.—Section 3(a) of the Wild
and Scenic Rivers Act (16 U.S.C. 1274(a)) is
amended by adding at the end the following
new paragraph:

¢“(167) MUSCONETCONG RIVER, NEW JER-
SEY.—(A) The 24.2 miles of river segments in
New Jersey, to be administered by the Sec-
retary of the Interior, consisting of—

‘(i) the segment from Saxton Falls to the
Route 46 bridge (approximately 3.5 miles), as
a scenic river; and

‘“(ii) the segment from the Kings Highway
bridge to the railroad tunnels at
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